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satisfied with colonial possessions, as Great Britain
has been satisfied in the past.
"Above all," he writes, "the white race, as a
whole, must strengthen Europe by union with
Germany in the solution of the political problems
now being faced by the world. The sooner Ger-
many's legal and moral claims to colonial territories
are accepted, the sooner will it be able to contribute
its share to the maintenance of European possessions
throughout the world."
I have italicized the words "legal and moral" in
General Von Epp's speech. For he regards it as a
moral thing to assert that if Britain and France are
ready to accept Germany into partnership in holding
a grip on Asia and Africa, the combined Powers
may be able to maintain the present "white" domina-
tion over the coloured races. These "legal and moral
claims" of Germany (and presumably Italy also)
must be recognized, and then Europe will stand
united against Asia and Africa in upholding the
prestige of the "white race."
Other passages, too long to quote, show even
more clearly still that this is his real meaning: and
it is a patent fact that Italy advanced along those
very lines when seeking to justify her invasion of
Abyssinia. It is necessary, also, with shame to
confess that almost up to the end of the pre-war
period, and especially towards the close of the
nineteenth century, "jingo" ideas concerning colonial
possessions had infected Great Britain in a similar
manner.